Purpose: Horizontal integration is a way of organizing the healthcare delivery for units that provide the same type of care. The Portuguese Hospital Centres (HC) is a way horizontal integration. Two or more hospital units are integrated creating a HC. The legal support of HC, created in 1999, defined several important objectives and benefits associated to this reality namely, to reinforce of the articulation and complementarity between hospital units, driven by better resources utilization; reinforce the differentiation of hospital care delivery and hospital technology; a more efficient hospital care delivery giving to the community what they need. Between 2005 and 2009 were created 17 HC and nowadays there are 23 HC in Portugal.
